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r oFigal yeap2p1A haspeen avery active year for the Bay County Solid Wasge Divison So far this
fiscal year the Solid Wasge Divison has proces®d over 98,481 tors of material through the Wase-
to-Ehergy Fadlity and landfilled an additioral 89,971 tons of material. Inadditionto ou narmal
solid wage disposal operations,the Solid Wasge Divisbn hasbeen involved in several other projects.
The following isa snap shot of someof these.

Bay County Shooting Park

Bay County is corgructing a public shooting range at the Southeas corner of the Seelfield Road
landfill. The shootng range isa joint project between Bay County and the Fbrida Fishand Wildlife
Commissh (FWC). The shooting range is being buithouse. FWC iscommited to the continual
operation of the fadlity and invegting in approximately $200,000 of equipment needed for the
sporting days,trap and skeet fields. Inaddition the National Rfle Asodation cortributed $25,000
to the FWCfor the planring and desgn of the shooting range.

Corgtruction of the range isa joint effort between the Solid Waste, Parks & Reareation Roads &
Bridges,and Egineering Divisions Tle project broke ground on March 19, 2014. Itisbeing con-
dructed in twophasesand will ultimately corsistof a total of 119 acres.

Ptasel of the range will indude parking, sormwater managenent, a 100-yard smallbore rifle
range, 50/2 5- yard smallbore rifle ranges,50-foot pigol range and trap & skeet fields It will
alsoindude corgruction of a combination office/training nom,resroomsand manterance building.
Phase 20of the project indudesa 15-postion orting day couse and 90meter achery range
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Bay County Spring Amnesty Bvent

E\ery year, Bay County Solid Waste Divisonhags a ring anmnedy event. During the event, Bay Couny waivesthe
tipping feesfor wage brought to us by resdentsof Bay Couny. Thisprovidesou dtizens ano costopporturity to
deanup any debrisor unwanted trashthat they may have acanulated during the year.

The yearly Soring Ammesty Event was held on April 11thand 12th. Duing the two day event, a total of 782 par-
tidpantstook advantage of the waived tipping fees. Ttey dropped
off a total of 354 torsof wage, 31 palletsof paints,656 tires,
751 fluarescent tubes,and gallors upon gallors of other household
dremcals.

Rising Leaners Academy Held Trip

InFebruary of thisyear, the Solid Wage Divison hoged field trips
for 5th grade sudents of the Rsing Leaders Acadeny. The sudents
were gudying recyding and the environmental impacts of the long-
termdigposal of solid wade. The sudents vigied both the Bay ,
County Waste-to-Energy fadlity and the Steelfield Road landfill. Lke many people, the gudentsand gaff of the
Rsihg LeadersAcademywere unaware of the environmental benefitsthat Bay Countty gainsby operating a Wade-
to-Energy fadlity. Alland all the field tripswere a great suceessand becamea cornersore of ther research pro-
jed.
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gone out from the Property Ap
Board is contemplating ee last monthds col umn) anposip
bility of taxes goingupAmong t he mor frequent comments are 0j udsctavdg
had a raise and neither &ha seéntd partibukrly dificulefor some falks to enmderdtandyisehey
could be even considering raising the rate by 28% coming out of a very tough recéssiiphere are a few things to keep fnind

as we finish our budget process in September:
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Did you know that WITH the increase next year, our general fund will stand at 62.8 million?

Did you know what our general fund stood at TEN YEARS A@B®@2r:67.3 million. WE WILL HAVE FIVE MILLKESS
than ten years ago.

Did you know that a gallon of gas TEN YEARS ago averaged out at $2.34 a gallon?
Did you know that a gallon of gas tl#st yearaveraged $3.55 a gallon?

Did you know that in 2005 a loaf of bread was $1.05?

Did you know that in 2013 a loaf of bread was $1.417?

Did you know that ten years ago a dozen eggs cost $1.277?

Did you know that last year a dozen eggs cost $2.687?

The bottom line is that next year our millage rate of 4.65 is still a mil LOWER than i&G0% we have 5 million LESSum o

general fund than we did adecadeag&r ou heard t he ol d sayi ng a hfgou onlyhaveaiokek
to your name, and | give you five more cents, | have absolutely DOUBLED yourButgme are still left with only ten measénts
to your name.

That 28% increase looks gaudy at first until you realize that we have kept taxes low for seven years to give people a brea
their taxes during the recessiolf.the Board had chosen during those years to gently roll the millage rate forward eachvgear
would have increased our revenues well over 20% anyway, but the Commissioners wanted to see when the recession wg
what kind of recovery our nation would experiengeeffect, we lived off of our savings without raising taX&fat a concep

Feel free to share this information with friends and neighfotsst because we are fi nal makeus
richh.Just able to do our jobs. o6
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We are having a TROY football watch party on OctobethZ2 Dave and Busters from 6
10pm. We are looking for sponsors as well.

Matt hew Wri
850-747-0634

527 Airport Road Panama City, FL

TROY Enrollment Coordinator

http://trojan.troy.edu/globalcampus/sites/panamacity/
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